Porﬂdnd’s
Internet-Only
Ensemble Comedy

By Shoron Jomeson

Portlond’s vibrant bike culture is central to its unchoined
urban identity, This bike sowwy city is the birthploce of an
internet-only video series colled The Bicyclisf, on ensemble
comedy inifially seen through the eyes of Conrod Miller, o
transplont to Portlond from Middleton, Wisconsin.
The first series begins when Conrod — jobless and carrying
a shiny new English degree — drives info fown. Despite: his
very urrbike-friendly antics he londs o job os o bike mechanic

" at The Recyclery; o used bike shop in the heort of the bike
culture. There he meets his new friends: Steve — a femole

Bicycle Law in Austria

We asked Johannes Pepalnik — author of the only fegal
bicycle commentary in Austio and legal representafive for fhie
Austrion aritical moss movement — for a status report on
Austrian bicycle law. There is currently no active legal
discussion in Austria ragarding fhe rights of cyclisfs. Here
Johannes fackles fwo of the most common ssues faced by his
firm. —5F

Is it compulsory to use a eycle path if present?

Yes. You ore obliged to; otherwise you ore lioble to be
fined. In reality though, cycle paths ore often unusable in
wihich cose the obligation is woived. These cyde paths are
often separated from the sireef causing safety problems af
intersections. If the cydists do use the sireet they may upse!
cor drivers but they ore af leost seen ond accidents ore
avoided, os many studies and field experments hove

 concluded. Cyelists ore misted obout their securify if they use
cycle paths divided from the street, becouse on every comer
the donger comes from cars that hove not hod the chonce to
see the cydist and can no longer securely stop. Cyclists are
usually the ones with the lw on their side but this does nof
help in rehob. Austrion street plonners have roufinely
dismissed this danger by regulaing the troffic of these
intersections in such o woy that cyclists hove to give woy fo
crossing cars. This regulation is not understandoble and
ngainst every expectation of cydlists who ure, os o result, hield
responsible for any domoge 1o their healih in the event of on
nccidant. . '

These absurd regulations continue even when it comes fo
children being towed by bicycles. If o bicyde-truiler is wider

- a Status Report

bike: mechanic and love interest, Zock —
the ultimate bike mechanic ond
antagonist, Lissa — o counter culfure
- hottie, ond Jose — o local filmmaker with
o flair for the drometic.
There ore 0 host of other chorcters
inserting their separate, but somefimes
infersecting, biking stories. The DUI Rider
whao only rides o bike becouse he is not dllowed in o car
anymore. The Lady Dive Bombers swoop down on
unexpected bikers and pedestrians who get in the way of
their mission and there’s Mr. Weekend Warrior for whom the
image of on expensive bicycle is more importon: thon the fun |
of the ride.

Portland’s diversity of bike activifies and enthusiasts
lends itself to o mulfitude of situationnl possibilities. 1's o
satirical urban hipster Portland 97210 — a cycling soop
Tperd. :

With the first season under their belf the producers, cast
ond crew of The Bicyclist ore excited fo take what they've
accomplished to the next level. Stoy tuned far season fwo.

The Bicyclist is best viewed at <www.thebicyclist.tv=.
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than a certain threshold fhe cyclist must use the street. This
is recommendoble onyway fo caring parents becouse fhey
run a lower risk_of being hit by cors. However, if these child-
fowing cyclists want fo use the cyde path because they feel
more secure they foce the sume penalty os a lone cydlist on
the rond.

This is only o small piece of the mosoic comprising the
iritafing world of lows regarding ane’s obligation fo use o
cycle path. Most of the cyclists that receive penalfies seem to
noy them, becouse neither they nor members of the courts |
know much about these inconsistencies.

Is it obligatory fo wear o helmet?

No. In the administrative lows it is not abligntory fo
wear o helmet. The helmet may be abligatory in the civil
low field i you participate i o private roce or o downhil
mountain bike rally. From on administrative low
perspeclive, if you wear no helmet there gre no
consequences fo face. -

There are for more drostic consequences for the cydist in
typical-corte-hicycle accident on civil low grounds. The car
driver usually argues that the cecident would have coused
less homnful domages if the cyclist hod wom o helmet. In
such cases it is extremely importont that the cyclist hos good
legal odvice in order to gt the argument across the court bor
and in the verdict it is made clear that he,/she is not obliged
to wear o helmet. In'most coses the helmet would hove hod
no impact on the occident. .
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